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Whither Now, America, Which Road to Take?

By F. J. Bevis, L.U. No. 230, Victoria, B. C. 

Two world wars and their resultant problems have caused some of our well-known political leaders to publicly emphasize the necessity for world wide cooperation or collectivism, if a third world war is to be avoided. 


Generally speaking the average citizen accepts these statements without much question, his only problem is that of how, and with whom he is to cooperate. As a wage earner he tries to cooperate with his fellow wage earners by joining a trade union, also possibly some fraternal, religious or cultural organization. As a citizen he votes for the candidate he believes will be most likely to advance the interests of the community to which he belongs. Within the limits of his knowledge, Mr. Average Citizen believes that he is doing all that is humanly possible to promote peace and freedom, together with a certain amount of security for himself and his fellow men. An examination of these activities in which our average citizen interests himself reveals the following interesting facts. 
Power of a Trade Unionist


As a trade unionist, and a contributor to the world’s wealth, he is able, through his organization to have more control over his working conditions than an unorganized worker, he can also exact a higher wage rate, which may mean a higher standard of living. Through collective bargaining he is able to exercise some control over the price paid for his labor power (while the demand for it exceeds the supply) in much the same fashion as industrialists control the price of goods produced in their factories, with the difference that while the industrialist can effect many economies and live on his reserves during hard times, the workman., having little or no reserve, must seek some form of social assistance during prolonged periods of unemployment, for the simple reason that labor power is a marketable commodity, and subject therefore to the vagaries and fluctuations of the market.


The fraternal and religious organizations to which our average citizen belongs, are in a sense far removed from his take union, which is fundamentally materialistic, although its healthy background of idealism occasionally comes to the fore. 


These numerous fraternal bodies usually avoid all reference to daily problems of general concern, and devote themselves to the care of young or old dependants, with emphasis on good fellowship and mutual assistance among members of the organization.


Religious bodies, of course, operate on the basis that whatever tribulations we may undergo in this world will be more than compensated for hereafter; provided we adhere to certain beliefs and standards of ethics. 
What Causes International Conflict?


From this it will be seen that in spite of all his activities, Mr. Average Citizen so far has not taken any decided steps to bring about world peace, mainly because he has not yet acquainted himself with the causes that led to world war, neither has he realized that the very troubles which cause strikes and unemployment in his own community, are the same that result in international conflict periodically. 


It is interesting to note that as early as 1903, following a period of strikes, legal injunctions and law suits against various unions, the British labor movement formed its own political party. For many years it stumbled along, twice becoming the Government, but each time failing to retain power though lack of a clear-cut plan or philosophy. 


By 1945, with its ideas crystallized and plans matured, the British Labor Party was able to offer the British people some measure of security for the individual, better living standards for the masses, and cooperation with other countries for the maintenance of world peace. 

The People Speak


Realizing the impotence of either the Liberals or Conservatives to do any of these things, as repeatedly proved by a series of wars and depressions, the British people voted overwhelmingly in favor of a people’s government. Since taking office, the British Government has been confronted with gigantic problems, the greatest being to feed, clothe and house millions of people living on an island that must import at least half of the goods required to do this.

There have been many labor disputes in Britain during the past two years, but we have yet to hear of the present British Government passing any restrictive labor legislation, such as is now current in the United States and Canada, or tolerating injunctions or fines against unions. 

We Haven’t Learned to Cooperate


In Canada and the United States we have not yet learned to cooperate with each other or with the rest of the world to the extent that we will elect governments imbued with the idea that human welfare comes first. We still concede the right of the financier or industrialist to get what he considers his due, ahead of the average citizen, even if wholesale slaughter and poverty result. Our two countries, Canada and the United States, are the only two participants in World Wars I and II who still cling to the old viewpoint that small privileged groups can govern us and successfully reconcile the divergent interests of human welfare and profit. We tacitly acknowledge the supremacy of big business, and strive to make our trade unions another big business, forgetting that we are a movement representing many thousands of people less fortunate than ourselves, in that they have so far failed to attain any degree of organization in the economic field. 

Result of Opposition


So long as our trade unions operating as big businesses do nothing to restrict the activities and therefore the profits of those big businesses that control the means of production, all will be well, but recent difficulties of the mine workers and railroad men prove only too plainly how ruthless the opposition to threatened curtailment of profits can be.


While undoubtedly the great majority of people in North America are workers, their labor organizations are the only groups that cannot count on government support in their efforts to improve conditions. No government can afford to support a force that is daily growing stronger both numerically and financially, to the point where it has more power than the government itself. As a matter of self defense, any government has to either liquidate or else whittle down to innocuous proportions an organization capable of defying its authority.


Organized labor in North America is now at the crossroads, it can follow the path taken at most European countries and elect governments pledged to carry out a program that will ensure national prosperity and world peace, or tread the beaten track that it has followed for many years and watch its wartime gains being nullified by legislative and economic action, at the instigation of those who own and control both the machinery of government and production.


It can consolidate its ranks and instruct its leaders to cooperate with one another in the solution of our common problems, of allow jealousy and factionalism to disrupt what is undoubtedly the greatest potential force for world peace and progress—the American labor movement.

